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THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
TRANSMITTING 
.A copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, with its 
inclosures, submitting an estimate of appropriation for the esta,blishment 
of a Government post at the mouth of Rainy Lake River, JJ.finnesota. 
MARCH 9, 1892.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ordered to be 
printed. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
March 7, 1892. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of 
Congress, copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior 
of the 5th instant, submitting an estimate of appropriation for the per-
manent establishment of a Government post at the mouth of Rainy 
Lake River, in northern Minnesota, $11,000. 
Respectfully, yours, 
0. L. SPAULDING, 
.Acting Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF 'l'HE HOUSE OF REPRESEN'l'.A.TIVES. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
W a,shington, JJ[arch 5, 1892. 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith an estimate of appro-
priation of $11,000 for the "permanent establishment of a Govern-
ment post at the mouth of Rainy Lake River, in northern Minnesota." 
The above estimate is approved, and I would respectfully request 
that the appropriation be made immediately available. 
Very respectfully, 
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
JOHN W. NOBLE, 
Secretary. 
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DEPARTJ\'IENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
. Washington, D. C., JJ[arch 4, 1892. 
SIR: I ha-ve the honor to transmit herewith an estimate of an appro-
priation of $11,090 for the establishment and maintenance of a perma-
nent Go-vernment post at the mouth of the Hainy !Jake Ri-ver, in 
northern J\:linnesota, and for the erection of the necessary buildings, 
purchase of equipments, canoes, etc., transportation, and incidental 
expenses, and for the pay of two expert woodsmen, at an annual salary 
to be fixed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with your 
approval, not to exceed $1,500 each per annum, and for the pay of six 
other assistants. 
I also submit a copy of a special communication addressed to you 
under date of February 15, 1892, and which was appro-ved in your letter 
dated February 25, 1892, which ful1y sets forth the necessity for the 
establishment of the post and the further neeessity for the appropria-
tion as estimated for, in order that the depredations now being committed 
may be stopped and the violators speedily brought to justice. All of 
which is submitte'd. 
Very respectfully, 
THOS. H. CARTER, 
Cmnmissioner. 
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
DEP AR1'MENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, March 5, 1892. 
SIR: There are herewith tram;mitted copies of a report* dated De-
cember 30, 1891, of Special Agent R. W. De Lambert, detailed May 9, 
1891, to establish a permanent Government post ou the Rainy Lake 
Ri-ver, Minnesota, for the purpoRe of preventing the unlawful cutting 
of timber fl'om the public lands in northern Minnesota, and shipment 
of same to the numerous sawmil1s loeatefl in Uanada, and copy of a 
letter, dated the 15th instant, from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, together with my letter of instructions* to the Commis-
sioner. 
The fund for special agents is no greater than is demanded for the 
ordinary service of these -valuable aids of the Commissioner, and be-
lie-ving that your committee will heartily approve the effort being made 
to preser-ve the public timber and the in-violability of our northern 
boundary, I most earnestly ask an appropriation in the sum of $11,000 
to establish a post of obser-vation on the northern boundary on Rainy 
Lake Ri-ver, and to protect the public timber on the territory of the 
watershed thereabouts, and to preserve the inviolability of such boun-
dary. 
Very respectfully, 
Hon. T. C. McRAE, 
JOHN W. NOBLE, 
Secretary. 
Chairma.n Oornmittee on the Public Lands, 
House of Representatives. 
*Not furnished. 
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DEP AR'l'MEN'l' OF THE-INTERIOR, 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Washington, D. 0., February 1!J, 1892. 
SIR: Referring to letter from this office dated March 20, 1891, and to 
Department reply thereto dated March 27, 1891, approving certain rec-
ommendations contained in the said office letter relative to the exten-
sive timber depredations upon the public timber in northern Minnesota, 
and the establishment of a permanent Government post at some point 
on Rainy Lake River where the public timber and the interests of the 
Government could best be protected, I have the honor t9 transmit here-
with the report of Special Agent De Lambert who, with Special Agent 
Stout, was selected to carry out your wishes and the instructions of this 
office in the matter. These instructions were to mak:e a careful exam-
ination of the Rainy Lake River and its tributaries, and to report gell-
erally upon the operations of the depredators on the public timlJer in 
that region, and also as to the best means of putting a stop to their 1m-
lawful work. Special Agent De Lambert was also directed to state l1is 
views as to the advisability of providing for the erection of such lmihl-
ings as may be required in establishing a permanent Government post, 
and an estimate of the cost thereof. 
This office furnished diagrams of township plats of all the surveyed 
townships within the Rainy Lake River watershed, showing all entries 
therein to date. 
Special agents De Lambert and Stout were commissioned as Unit0<l 
States deputy marshals, without other pay than that reeeived as spe-
cial agents of this office, and the expedition started for its field of duty 
August 17, 1891, via Winnnipeg and Rat Portage, Canada, and pro~e­
cuted its work of investigation until further progress was stopped l>y 
extreme winter weather, and, returning, reached Brainerd, Minn., the 
starting point, December 22, 1891. 
The examination extended along the shore lines of Rainy, Namekan 
and Kabatogama Lakes as far as the east line of T. 69 N., R. 17 ~r., 
fourth principal meridian, and Special Agent De Lambert states that 
every bay and inlet of and stream entering into the said lakes was ex-
amined. Leaving the lakes, the Rainy Lake River from its source to 
its mouth at the Lake of the Woods, and the JJittle Fork River and its 
tributaries, as far as they have been cleaned out so that logs can be 
driven, were carefully examined. The extent of the said water ways is 
more than 1,000 miles; the shores are unsettled, and the course of th,ese 
water ways is along an almost pathless wilderness; the trip was neces-
sarily attended with much fatigue and discomfort, frequently with dan-
ger, and the magnitude of the work performed by the examiDing party 
is apparent. 
Relative to the lands embraced in the watershed of the Rainy Lake 
River, Special Agent De Lambert reports that the entire region was 
many years ago covered with immense pine forests; but that, long ago, 
the great bulk of the growing pine was destroyed by fires. To this 
pine timber succeeded heavy growths of elm, ash, maple, poplar, birch, 
and other deciduous trees, and the land is capable of high cultivation 
if properly cleared. 
It occurred, however, that in some places these fires were checked by 
intervening swamps or from some other cause, and groves of pine were 
left standing here and there. These groves are generally situated on 
the head waters of the small steeams, varying in extent from a few 
acres to several sections, and it is here almost exclusively that entries 
have been made. As stated in the special agents' report, in some few 
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of the said entries the letter of the law-six months' residence--may 
have been complied with, but in every instance, with less than a half 
dozen exceptions, the spirit, and in the large majority of cases both the 
spirit and the letter of the law, have been violated. 
The proof of this statement is found in the fact that in the twenty-
four surveyed townships examined by this expedition, in which the 
title to 20,360 acres of land has passed from the Government under the 
preemption and homestead acts, there are but four settlers. These 
men, with their families, live directly on the water front of the Rainy 
Lake River, and all of the lands occupied by these men have been 
destitute of pine since the great fires above mentioned. 
During the logging seasons of 1883 to 18Ul, inclusive, Special .Agent 
De Lambert reports that from seven townships, located in five different 
ranges, examined by his party, there have been cut and removed 
61,370,000 feet of pine logs, of which amount, 11,270,000 feet were cut 
from clear Government lands, the remainder from lands the title to 
which has passed from the United States under the cover of the settle-
ment laws. Of the logs cut from the clear Government lands 8,115,000 
feet were bought by the Keewatin Lumber l\fanufacturing Company, 
of Keewatin, Ontario, Canada. 
On the unsurveyed lands of the United States and within the Red 
Lake Indian Reservation, trespasses have been committed fi·om year to 
year by irresponsible parties, respecting whom Special .Agent De !"'am-
bert states that "their residence and nationality changes with the desir-
ability of their keeping out of the reach of the United States or Cana-
dian Governments." Their depredations are generally committed in 
the spring and fall, are confined to the banks of the streams, and sel-
dom exceed 200,000 feet per trespasser. Sometimes, however, small 
camps are erected and operated by the combined forces of two or three · 
men in partnership. The timber so cut is sold to Canadian mill-owners, 
all of whom are financially responsible. 
Large operators also have cut pine from unsurveyed lands for the 
construction of dams to assist in their driving operations; the special 
agent estimates that the amount so cut on the territory examined is 
200,000 feet. 
The Canadian water front of the Rainy Lake River is thickly settled, 
and all along the .American water front of this river, opposite nearly 
every Canadian homestead, roads have been cut into the forests, down 
which the Canadian farmers have hauled all the timber they use for 
hous~ logs, stables, fencing, -wharves, etc. This timber is almost inval'i-
ably cedar and is taken from the Red Lake Indian Reservation or the 
public lands of the United States. These individual cuttings seem to 
be of small extent, the annual stumpage value of the timber being 
estimated at $1,500. 
There are six fishi•g establishments located on the .American side of 
the Lake of the Woods, one on Garden Island, and five on the Red 
Lake Indian Reservation. These establishments use large numbers of 
spruce and tamarack poles for setting their nets, and quantities of 
cord wood for fuel, and logs for buildings, all of which are taken from 
northwest angle, Garden Island, or from the Red Lake Indian Reserva-
tion. The estimated stumpage value of this timber is $1,000 annually. 
From information obtained from the manager of the Rainy Lake River 
Boom Company, the United States deputy collector of customs at the 
mouth of the Rainy Lake Diver, and others professing to be familiar 
with the facts, Special .Agent De Lambert estimates the total cut of pine 
timber on the Big Fork River and its tributariEls from 1882 to date to 
GOVERNMENT POST AT MOUTH OF RAINY LAKE RIVER, MINN. 5 
be 85,000,000 feet; the proportion of tresspass it was not possible to 
ascertain. 
The illegal cutting on the Red Lake Indian Reservation lands is 
placed at 5, 782,028 feet. ~ 
I would respectfully call attention to the statement that there is now 
almost no pine timber left on the public lands in the surveyed town-
ships examined, and this has come to pass, first, under pretext of en-
tries under the settlement laws, and, secondly, through trespass on the 
unentered tracts. 
There yet remain numerous groves of valuable pine growing on the 
unsurveyed and unsubdivided townships, the title to which is yet in 
the Government; but the eye of greed is already fastened on these, 
and unscrupulous individuals and companies are working to obtain 
possession of them. Agent De Lambert names a syndicate of eapita.I-
ists now operating under the firm name of J. E. Tapley & Co., with 
headquarters at Fort Francis, Ontario, whose publicly avowed object 
is to secure title to these pine lands. 
Mr. Tapley is an American who is described as possessed of no means 
and less reputation; he has already been reported to this office as a 
trespasser upon United States public lands and upon lands within the 
Red Lake Indian Reservation. 
I desire to call especial attention to the mode of operation of the said 
firm, as e:x:plained on page 9 of the special agent's report, and to his 
statement that upon the application of alleged ''settlers" who are in 
their employ Ts. 68 N., R. 20 W. and 67 N., Rs. 20, 21, and 22 W. have 
recently been or are now being surveyed. The provisions and otber 
necessaries for carrying out the~e plans are furnished by George D. 
Stinson, a merchant of Fort Francis, who is paid therefor by the drafts 
of J. E. Tapley & Co. upon parties in Little Falls and St. Paul, Minn. 
Special Agent De Lambert's report shows most careful, conscientious, 
and intelligent compliance with the instructions of this office, and is 
full of valuable information upon which, in my opinion, it would be 
well to act promptly. 
He strongly recommends, for the protection of the Government tim-
ber remaining along the watershed of the Rainy Lake River and its 
tributaries, the establishment of a permanent post at the mouth of the 
river named; and his reasons for selecting this point are practical and 
satisfactory. The estimated cost of erecting suitable necessary build-
ings and of furnishing them so as to render life at the post reasonably 
comfortable is $3,000. The cost of equipments, canoes, etc., is esti-
mated at $500. 
The force of the post, exclusive of the two special agents authorized 
by Department letter of May 14,1891, should, in the opinion of Special 
Agent De Lambert, consist of 2 woodsmen and from 3 to 6 assistants, 
according to the work in hand. Good men for assistants can be secured 
for $2.50 per day gross, and only three will be necessary, as canoemm: 
and packers, when but the regular routine work of the post is to be 
transacted; but when at work in the field there will be required 6 as-
sistants to act as chainmen, assist in scaling, and to keep the camps 
supplied with provisions. 
As the work of the post will demand the employment of thoroughly 
reliable and efficient men as woodsmen, and as their services will be re-
quired at all seasons of the year, it is recommended that the said woods-
men be engaged for a year at a time at a salary of $1,500 per annum 
each. This salary is a slight advance on that of the foreman of a first-
class logging camp, but, in view of the much greater isolation and priva-
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6 GOVERNMENT POST AT MOUTH OF RAINY LAKE RIVER, MINN. 
tion, the sum is not unreasonable, and I have the honor to respectfuJly 
commend the above recommendations to your favorable consideration. 
If the location of this permanent post is approved by the Depart-
ment, this office will at once take the proper steps to establish the same, 
and will undertake with some hope of success the work of protecting 
the public lands and timber of the region indicated from fraud and 
spoliation. 
In this examination, which was intended to be m_erely preliminary to 
the primary object of selecting a proper site for the permanent Govern-
ment post, it was not deemed best to hamper the special agents of the ex-
pedition with the task of reinvestigating and preparing reports upon 
the timber trespass cases previously reported by other special agents, 
as it is believed that this aan be more successfully accomplished operat-
ing from-the post. 
Attached to the report herewith is an exhibit of the lands examined 
by SpecialAgentDeLambert, showing estimate of cutting on each tract. 
I have the honor to request instructions in the matters herein pre-
sented. 
Very respectfully, 
The SECRETARY OF THE IN~'ERIOR. 
THOS. H. CARTER, 
Commissioner. 
Estimate of special appropriation required for the service by the General Land Office. 
Permanent establishment of a Government post at the mouth of Rainy Lake River 
in northern Minnesota: 
For the establishment and maintenance of a permanent Government post at the 
mouth of the Rainy Lake River in northern Minnesota, and for the erection of 
the necessary buildings, purchase of equipments, canoes, etc., transportation 
and incidental expenses, and for the pay of two expert woodsmen at an annual 
salary, to be fixed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office with t,he 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, not to exceed $1,500 each per annum, 
and for the pay of six other assistants; to be made immediately available. 
(Submitted) ......................................... ------------ .... $11,000 
NOTE.-The establishment of the post becomes an imperative necessity in order 
that a stop may be put to the vast depredations that are now being committed on. 
the valuable timber of the public domain by Canadians and others, and for the bet-
ter protection of the public lands. 
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